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“...concerning the relationship between modern scientific thinking and Con-
fucianism, I wish to point out that Confuciansim, if correctly interpreted, will be in
no sense adverse to modern scientific thinking, Not only is it my opinion that
Confucianism will furnish very fertile soil on which to cultivate modern scientific
thinking but Confuciansim has many traditions which are quite favorable to the
spirit and attitude of modern science."€
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I have deliberately left out the scientific content of Chinese philosophy, not merely
for the obvious reason that that content seems so insignificant compared with the
achievement of Western science in the last four centuries, but also because [ am of
the opinion that, in the historical development of science, the scientific spirit or
attitude of mind and the scientific method are of far more importance than any
practical or empirical results of astronomer, the calendar-reformer, the alchemist,

the physician, or the horticulturist.
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